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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle ona 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 


inquiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. 


This listing 


includes thenames, addresses and telephone numbers of the Regional Directors 
for Public Affairs and the States in their regions: 


Region | Jonn M, Chavez 
“ll Fi 

L Congress St, 
Boston, MA 02114 


617-565-2072 


Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 
Region II Chester Fultz 
201 Varick St. 
Room 605 A 
New York, NY 
212-337-2319 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin Islands 


10014 


Region III John P. Hord 
Room 14120 

3535 Market St. 
Philadelphia, PA 
218-596-1139 


Delaware 
District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
Yirginia 


19104 


Region IV Dan Fuqua 
Room 317 
Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
. Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Atlanta, GA 30357 
404-347-4495 


Region V John 0. Mellott 
Room 3192 

230 S. Dearborn St. 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-353-6976 


Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Ohio 
Wisconsin 


1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Region VI....Sherrie Moran 
Room 724 

555 Griffin St. 
Dallas, TX 75202 
214-767-4776 


Arkansas 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Ok] ahoma 
Texas 


Region VII...Patrick A. Hand 

Room 2509 

Federal Office Bldg. 
911 Walnut St. 


Kansas City, MO 64106 
816-374-5481 


lowa 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII..Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 

Colorado Federal Bldg. 

Montana 1961 Stout St. 

North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 

South Dakota 303-844-4235 

Utah 

Wyoming 


Region IX....Joe 8. Kirkbride 

Suite 1035 

71 Stevenson St. 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
415-744-6673 


Arizona 
California 
Hawaii 
Nevada 


Mike Shimizu 
Room 805 
1111 Third Ave. 8ldg 


Region X 


Alaska 
Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 


Seattle, WA 98101 


206-442-7620 





Week of January 6, 1991 


U.S. EXTENDS TARGETED JOBS TAX CREDIT PROGRAM 


Washington -- The federal program that offers employers a 
credit against their tax liability for hiring disadvantaged 
individuals has been extended for an additional six months. 


The Targeted Jobs Tax Credit (TJTC) program, set to expire 
at the end of this year, has been extended through June 30, 1992 
by the Tax Extension Act of 1991. Under the program, employers 
can claim the tax credit if they hire individuals from any of 
nine target groups. 


The Department of Labor will distribute approximately $20 


million to each state to finance administration of the TJTC 
program. 


Employers who hire individuals in the target groups may 
claim a credit of 40 percent of first year wages up to $6,000 
per employee for a maximum credit of $2,400. The value of the 
credit employers can claim for economically disadvantaged summer 
youth employees hired between May 1 and Sept. 15 is 40 percent 
of wages up to $3,000 for a maximum credit of $1,200. 


The nine target groups are: 
-- people with disabilities who have been referred to 


employers from the vocational rehabilitation program 


of either a state or the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, 


youth aged 18-22 from economically disadvantaged 
families, 


economically disadvantaged Vietnam-era veterans, 


recipients of federal Supplemental Security Income, 


recipients of state and local general assistance payments 
for at least 30 days, 


youth aged 16 to 19 who are from economically 
disadvantaged families and participate in a qualified 
cooperative education program, 


economically disadvantaged ex-convicts who are hired no 
later than five years after the date of release from 
prison or the date of conviction, whichever is more 
recent; an individual is to be treated as convicted, for 
purposes of the credit, if placed on probation without 
making a finding of guilty (deferred adjudication), 


~more~- 
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-- recipients of Aid to Families with Dependent Children who 
are eligible for such assistance on the hiring date and 


have received it for 90 days immediately prior to being 
hired, and ° 


economically disadvantaged youth who are 16 to 17 years 
of age on the hiring date and have not previously worked 
for the employer and are hired for a summer job. 


The TITC program is administered by the U.S. Department of 
Labor's Employment and Training Administration, the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) and the U.S. Department of Education's 
Office of Vocational and Adult Education. 


For more information, contact the local office of your State 
Employment Security Agency. Such offices are called either 
Employment Service offices or Job Service offices and can usually 
be found in telephone directories under state government 
listings. You may also contact schools that offer vocational 
education programs or any local IRS office. Ask for current 
information on general business credits. 


### 





Week of January 6, 1991 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: OCTOBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates were higher in October than 
a year earlier in 39 states and the District of Columbia, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
Nonfarm payroll employment declined in 24 states and the district 
of Columbia. Over this same period, the national unemployment 
rate, not seasonally adjusted, rose 1 percentage point, from 5.4 to 
6.4 percent, and payroll employment declined by 900,000. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this releases are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment. 


Seventeen states and the District of Columbia reported over-the-year 
increases in their unemployment rates of 1 percentage point or more. The 
largest increases took place in Rhode Island (3.2 percentage points) and 
Alaska (2.7 points). Georgia was the only state to show a year-to-year 
decrease of as much as 1 percentage point. 


Five states and the District of Columbia had October 1991 unemployment 
rates of 8 percent or above, compared with only one a year earlier. The 
highest unemployment rate was reported in West Virginia (9.3 percent), 
followed by Alaska and Rhode Island (both 9.0 percent). In contrast, 13 
states had jobless rates of 5 percent or below in October 1991, down from 
20 states a year earlier. Nebraska had the lowest jobless rate (2.2 
percent), while Hawaii and South Dakota tied for the second lowest (2.9 
percent). (See the map.) 


Unemployment rates increased by 1 percentage point or more over the 
year in 142 of the 271 metropolitan areas for which data are published, 
while only 7 areas had decreases as large as 1 point. A total of 48 areas 
registered October 1991 rates of 8 percent or higher, and 83 areas had 
rates of 5 percent or below. The highest jobless rate was reported in 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (18.6 percent), followed by Brownsville- 
Harlingen, Tex. (12.9 percent), and Bakersfield, Calif. (12.8 percent). 
The lowest rates were in Iowa City, Iowa (1.6 percent), Lincoln, Neb. (1.8 
percent), and Sioux Falls, S. D. (1.9 percent). (See table 3.) 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas 
(Percent) 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas-Continued 
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Week of January 6, 1992 


REAL EARNINGS IN NOVEMBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings rose by 0.2 
percent between October and November after seasonal adjustment, 
according to preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. This gain stemmed 
from a 0.3 percent increase in average weekly hours coupled with 
a 0.4 percent increase in average hourly earnings. 

A 0.5 percent rise in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) partially offset these 
increases. 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the 
payroll reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of 
both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings 
are calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for 
changes in the CPI-wW. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 3.0 percent between 
November of 1990 and 1991 as a result of a 3.0 percent rise in 
average hourly earnings. Average weekly hours are unchanged over 


the year. After adjustment for a 2.7 percent gain in the CPI-W 
over the same period, real average weekly earnings increased by 
0.2 percent. Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation 
by the CPI-W, average weekly earnings were $358.78 in November 
1991, compared with $348.49 a year earlier. 


# # # 





Week of January o, 1992 


PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES---NOVEMBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods 
moved up 0.2 percent seasonally adjusted from October to 
November, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department 
of Labor reports. This followed a rise of 0.7 percent in October 
and small increases in each of the 2 months before that. The 
Intermediate Goods Price Index rose 0.2 percent in November after 
edging down in the preceding month. The Crude Goods Price 


Index increased 0.3 percent following an advance of 1.8 percent 
in October. (See table A.) 


Table A. Monthly and annual percent changes in selected 
stage-of-processing price indexes, seasonally adjusted 
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r= revised. Some of the figures shown above and elsewhere in this release 
may differ from those previously reported because data for July 1991 have 


been revised to reflect the availability of late reports and corrections by 
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Within the finished goods category, prices 
foods inched down after a moderate October increase. uae ae 
for finished energy goods showed no change following pn os 
substantial increases. The index for finished goods nt oe a 
foods and energy moved up 0.3 percent, somewhat less than 
month before. 
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Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for 
Finished Goods was unchanged in November at 122.3 (1982=100). 
From November 1990 to November 1991, the Finished Goods Price 
Index declined 0.5 percent. During the same 12-month period, 
consumer food prices dropped 1.5 percent, the index for finished 
energy goods fell 12.6 percent, consumer goods other than foods 
and energy advanced 3.4 percent, and capital equipment prices 
were up 2.6 percent. Prices received by domestic producers of 
intermediate goods decreased 3.2 percent in the 12 months ended 
in November 1991, and crude material prices were 14.6 percent 
lower than they had been a year ago. 
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